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Abstract

Difficulties in learning Arabic vocabulary are among the major problems faced by students in learning
Arabic. This study aims to identify the psychological and linguistic difficulties in learning Arabic
vocabulary among ninth-grade students at the Twelfth State Islamic Junior High School of Jakarta. This
qualitative study adopted a descriptive method with a case study approach. The sample was
purposively selected from class 9.5, which consists of thirty-four students. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with the Arabic language teacher and fifteen students, direct classroom
observation conducted on two different days, and school document analysis. Data validity was verified
through source and methodological triangulation. The results revealed psychological difficulties
including language anxiety and fear of making mistakes which prevent students from active
participation, shyness and lack of self-confidence which generate a vicious cycle that inhibits language
acquisition, and low motivation which varies notably among students. As for linguistic difficulties, they
include difficulty in memorization and rapid forgetting due to the large number of new vocabulary in
each session without sufficient time for review, difficulty in understanding words from context because
most students rely on direct translation, difficulty in writing Arabic script due to students' unfamiliarity
with it, and lack of practice outside the classroom due to the absence of a supportive language
environment. These results indicate the necessity of adopting integrated teaching approaches that
address both psychological and linguistic aspects together to improve Arabic vocabulary learning in
Indonesian state Islamic schools.
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Abstrak
Kesulitan belajar kosakata bahasa Arab merupakan salah satu masalah utama yang dihadapi siswa
dalam pembelajaran bahasa Arab. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi kesulitan psikologis
dan linguistik dalam belajar kosakata bahasa Arab pada siswa kelas IX di Madrasah Tsanawiyah Negeri
12 Jakarta. Penelitian kualitatif ini menggunakan metode deskriptif dengan pendekatan studi kasus.
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Sampel dipilih secara purposif dari kelas 9.5 yang berjumlah tiga puluh empat siswa. Data dikumpulkan
melalui wawancara semi-terstruktur dengan guru bahasa Arab dan lima belas siswa, observasi kelas
langsung yang dilakukan pada dua hari berbeda, serta analisis dokumen sekolah. Validitas data
diverifikasi melalui triangulasi sumber dan teknik. Hasil penelitian mengungkap kesulitan psikologis
berupa kecemasan berbahasa dan ketakutan membuat kesalahan yang menghalangi partisipasi aktif
siswa, rasa malu dan kurang percaya diri yang menimbulkan lingkaran setan yang menghambat
pemerolehan bahasa, serta rendahnya motivasi yang bervariasi secara nyata antar siswa. Adapun
kesulitan linguistik meliputi kesulitan menghafal dan cepat lupa karena banyaknya kosakata baru
dalam setiap pertemuan tanpa waktu yang cukup untuk mengulang, kesulitan memahami kata dari
konteks karena sebagian besar siswa bergantung pada terjemahan langsung, kesulitan menulis aksara
Arab karena ketidakbiasaan siswa terhadapnya, serta kurangnya praktik di luar kelas akibat tidak
adanya lingkungan bahasa yang mendukung. Hasil ini menunjukkan perlunya mengadopsi pendekatan
pengajaran terpadu yang menangani aspek psikologis dan linguistik secara bersama-sama untuk
meningkatkan pembelajaran kosakata bahasa Arab di madrasah negeri Indonesia.

Kata kunci: kosakata Arab; kesulitan belajar; MTsN 12 Jakarta
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