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Abstract

This study examines the implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka in Arabic language teaching to
develop students’ oral communicative skills at the junior secondary level. The study is motivated by
the growing need for communicative Arabic learning in Indonesian Islamic educational institutions,
particularly amid the educational transformation promoted through the Kurikulum Merdeka, which
emphasizes competency-based and student-centered learning. This research aims to describe the
implementation of the curriculum in Arabic language instruction and analyze its contribution to the
development of students’ oral communicative competence. The study employed a qualitative
descriptive approach through field research conducted at an Islamic boarding school-based junior
secondary institution in Sukabumi. Data were collected through classroom observations, interviews
with Arabic teachers and students, and documentation analysis. The findings reveal that the
implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka supports the development of oral communicative skills
through interactive learning strategies, contextual speaking practices, and the creation of a
supportive Arabic-speaking environment. The use of communicative-oriented teaching materials
and flexible instructional approaches also contributed positively to students’ participation and
speaking confidence. This study contributes to the discourse on communicative Arabic language
teaching and provides practical insights into the implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka in
pesantren-based educational contexts.

Keywords: Kurikulum Merdeka; Arabic language teaching; oral communicative skills;
communicative learning; Islamic Junior High School

Abstrak

Penelitian ini dilatarbelakangi oleh pentingnya pengembangan keterampilan komunikasi lisan
dalam pembelajaran bahasa Arab di lembaga pendidikan Islam, khususnya pada era
implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka yang menekankan pembelajaran berbasis kompetensi dan
keaktifan peserta didik. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan penerapan Kurikulum
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Merdeka dalam pembelajaran bahasa Arab serta menganalisis perannya dalam mengembangkan
keterampilan komunikatiflisan siswa tingkat menengah. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan
deskriptif kualitatif dengan jenis penelitian lapangan yang dilaksanakan di lingkungan
pendidikan berbasis pesantren di Sukabumi. Pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui observasi
pembelajaran, wawancara dengan guru dan siswa, serta analisis dokumen pembelajaran. Hasil
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penerapan Kurikulum Merdeka dalam pembelajaran bahasa Arab
dilaksanakan melalui perencanaan, pelaksanaan, dan evaluasi yang terintegrasi. Implementasi
tersebut mendukung pengembangan keterampilan komunikasi lisan siswa melalui strategi
pembelajaran komunikatif, praktik berbicara kontekstual, lingkungan berbahasa yang
mendukung, serta penggunaan bahan ajar yang berorientasi pada komunikasi. Penelitian ini
menyimpulkan bahwa Kurikulum Merdeka memberikan kontribusi positif terhadap penguatan
keterampilan komunikatif lisan siswa dalam pembelajaran bahasa Arab di lingkungan pesantren.

Kata kunci: Kurikulum Merdeka; pembelajaran bahasa Arab; keterampilan komunikatif lisan;
pembelajaran komunikatif; Madrasah Tsanawiyah
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